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Established in 
1896, over the past 
15 years Berkswell 
Cricket Club has 
progressed under 
the playing 
leadership of 

former Warwickshire player, Dominic 

towards representative honours. 

Berkswell CC seeks to provide a safe, 
inclusive and enjoyable environment for 
young players of both sexes. This is 
backed up by a robust policy 
framework, and is recognised by the 
nationally approved Clubmark standard. 

   (including safeguarding) 9 
Summer Training 5    
   Further Dates 10 

Ostler, from village level cricket to 
become one of the leading cricket 
clubs in the West Midlands. The Mens 
First 

Your children can grow with us from the 
ECB All Stars scheme for 5-8 year olds 
through our Softball cricket for 8-10 

Kit and Equipment 6/7 Junior Committee 12 team now play at the pinnacle of 
the 

year olds, into Hardball cricket at 10 and 

Membership 8    
 
 

 
Our Sponsors 
We are very grateful for the 
businesses below who have been 
able to support Junior cricket at 
Berkswell over a number of years: 

■ Youth Development Partner - 
Nationwide Windows 
 

■ Junior Shirt Sponsor – Triplepoint 

■ Junior Sponsor – Lexus 

■ Print and Comms Partner – Acorn Printing 

■ Coaching Partner - Complete Cricket 

recreational game, winning the 
Birmingham and District Premier 
League in 2016, 2018 and 2019. 

This success rubbed off throughout the 
Club as we claimed a fantastic ten 
League and Cup victories during the 
2018 season. Although the 2020 season 
was hampered by COVID-19 
restrictions, interest levels remained 
high, and as a result we are now 
looking forward to fielding our first 
Girls U13 team this year, plus an 
additional Saturday 4th team, and a 
Womens 2nd XI. 

It is particularly pleasing that many of 
these players are coming through from 
the junior and youth sections, reflecting 
extensive investment in and 
development of local young talent. This 
year we will continue that development 
by providing a proven professional 
coaching scheme using Complete 
Cricket, with access to the best coaches 
in the area, many of whom are highly 
qualified former professional players. 
Many of the coaches also represent the 
Club’s senior sides, so providing a 
unique pathway to develop our 
youngsters into Senior cricket and 

beyond. We are aiming to create a safe 
environment for all of our Juniors and 
their parents to enjoy cricket this 
season 

Although we have extensive playing 
facilities within  Balsall Common, we 
are now dealing with increased 
numbers and so have agreed with 
Marston Green and Standard CC to play 
some of our home games at these local 
grounds. This breadth of sides means 
we  can target both wide participation and 
high performance as players develop 
through the age groups. 

May I take this opportunity to welcome 
all new and returning junior players, 
parents and families to Berkswell 
Cricket Club. Please take every 
opportunity to enjoy our game and 
participate in the vibrant atmosphere of 
our Junior section, we are always 
looking for willing volunteers to support 
the Club and help children grow and 
develop. Any time and help you can give 
will be greatly appreciated. 

 

Enjoy the 2021 season.  

Peter Wreford 

Berkswell Cricket Club. 
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Softball cricket is played by children 
up to Under 10 level (School Year 5). 
No protective equipment is needed. 

Hardball cricket also starts at Under 
10 age group, as a progression from 
Softball, and our coaches will advise 
parents when we think players are 
ready for this step up. A range of 
protective kit is mandatory, but due to 
COVID cannot currently be provided by 
the club. 
Please see the Kit and 
Equipment  section for details. 

Teams are entered in the Warwickshire 
Junior leagues from Under 10 to Under 
19, and it is pleasing that we now have 
sufficient numbers in some groups to 
enter multiple teams. This increases our 
flexibility to give each child appropriate 
game time during the season, as well as 
focussing our Warwickshire Premier 
League teams at U11 and U15 level on 
more competitive fixtures. 

In the younger age groups up to Under 12 
some games are in a “Pairs Cricket” 
format, with all children batting and 
bowling in every match. Runs are 
deducted for each wicket lost, rather than 
being out. 

Above the Under 13 age group all games 
are played as standard 11 a side cricket. 

Fixed date fixtures are in place for Under 
11 games (Monday evenings at 1800), and 
Under 15 Warwickshire Premier League 
fixtures are played on Sunday mornings 
with a 0945 start time.  Under 16 fixtures 
in the Coventry and District League are 
played on weekday evenings (18.00 
start). 

All other age groups have matches 
arranged for weekday evenings or 
occasional Sunday mornings. Games 
may be on different evenings each week, 
dependent on opposition preferences 
and ground availability. 

Games generally run from late April to 
the start of July. If teams get through to 
semi-finals and finals these are usually 
at the start of September. 

Our team managers will aim to notify 
parents of team selections and flexible 
fixtures at least 5 days in advance, 
although circumstances may vary in 
cases of injury and / or unavailability. 

Evening matches normally start at 1800, 
so for home games children need to be at 
the ground by 1730 for warm-ups. The 
U15 Warwickshire Premier League 
games on  Sunday mornings  are a  0945 
start time, with players requested to be 
at the   ground no later than 0915. 

Meeting times for away fixtures are set 
as needed by the managers, but 
generally with the aim of being at the 
away ground 30 minutes before the 
game is scheduled to start. 

Parents are encouraged to share 
transport arrangements with other 
members of the team, where COVID 
regulations allow. Whilst coaches / 
managers may occasionally be able to 
provide some transport, our safeguarding 
policies mean that they cannot have a 
sole unaccompanied child with them. 

We have appointed volunteer managers 
to all of our teams, however running a 
team is not a lone role, and the managers 
will ask parents to get involved to act as 
umpires and scorers: neither role is 
particularly onerous but spreading the 
workload does mean we can provide a 
more satisfactory match experience to 
the players. Please come forward and 
volunteer, and we will provide the very 
limited training necessary. 

Previous cricket experience is not a 
necessary requirement! 

Winter Nets 
We were unable to schedule any 
Winter nets at the start of 2021, due to 
restrictions on indoor sport. 

We hope to return to our current venue 
at Finham Park II School - Torrington 
Ave, Coventry CV4 9WT for the Winter 
2022 sessions, which are normally 
held on Sunday evenings 

 

Summer Training 
We have restructured our training 
nights this year to create smaller 
training groups, and to give more 
opportunities at the lower age ranges: 

 
■ Training for Hardball cricket for 

Under 10 (school Year 5) through to 
Under 12 (Year 7) age groups will 
now be held on Tuesday evenings 
from at the Lant. Timings as follows: 
 

■ Under 10s – 1700 – 1800 
■ Under 11s - 1800 – 1900 
■ Under 12s – 1900 - 2000. 

There may be some overlap of 
players and age groups as the 
progression becomes appropriate. 

■ The children are split into smaller 
groups, and complete fielding, 
bowling and batting drills, largely 
with hardballs. 

■ Our older groups (Under 13 (year 8) – 
Under 15 (Year 10) will follow a 
similar pattern on Thursday evenings: 

■ Under 13s – 1700 – 1800 

■ Under 14s - 1800 – 1900 

■ Under 15s – 1900 - 2000 

■ Wednesday evenings sessions from 
1730 will be for Under 16s and older,  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

and the more able will be able to 
train with the Mens 2nd XI squad 
thereafter. Mens 3rd / 4th squads 
will be training on Monday evenings 

■ We will also run softball sessions on 
Friday evenings for 8-10 year olds, 
who are progressing towards 
hardball cricket. 

■ All training sessions are currently  

planned to start early in April and run 

weekly until mid July. 

Cancellations due to weather 
conditions will be notified via our 
Twitter and Facebook accounts, and 
emails. 

Please check before travelling to the 
ground if you are unsure.Please ensure 
all children have a bottle of water as 
they will be given regular water breaks 
especially on warm nights.. 
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All children will receive a training shirt on payment of the full or sibling discounted 
summer only membership. 

Match shirts are also available and can be purchased as required. We have some in 
stock, but a full range of Berkswell branded clothing is available via the Club website 
www.berkswellcc.co.uk, which is linked to JS Sport, our kit supplier. 

■ Softball players need only wear loose exercise clothing and (ideally predominantly 
white) trainers for their training sessions. 

■ Hard ball players do need the appropriate safety kit for both matches and training 
sessions - helmet, pads, box and gloves as a minimum. 

We have set out some guidelines below, but do not hesitate to ask any of the coaches: 

■ Bats 

is that the knee roll should be properly placed 
in front of the players knee. Here's a link to a 
helpful Youtube video 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=F-CkURsGa5g 

Thigh pads and arm guards offer extra 
protection and are worth considering. 

Abdo Protector (box) 

Boxes are mandatory and we ask that each 
player supplies their own. 
Remember to ensure that the player is wearing 
appropriate underwear. Boxer shorts are no 
good as the box slips out of place. You can buy 

■ ...and where to buy it 
Sports Direct supplies a wide range of 
equipment at competitive prices and is fine for 
novice players' equipment and bats. However, 
it’s a general sports store and can rarely 
answer specific cricket questions or give advice. 

V Sports - www.vsports.co.uk is tucked away 
on Amphlon Industrial Estate behind the Ricoh 
stadium in Coventry (CV6 6PD). They are currently 
taking pre-booked visits only, call 02476 360300 to 
arrange. As a cricket specialist, they stock full 
ranges of all equipment with experienced

There is a wide range of cheaper willow 
bats to suit novice players up to bats 
costing hundreds of pounds for regular 
players. Choosing the right length and 
weight is important, see guide below: 

This is only a guide, it is more important to 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

■ Helmets 
Wearing of helmets is mandatory in junior 
cricket for all players up to 18. They are 
governed by a British Standard of design 
and manufacture (BS7928:2013). 

Juniors play with smaller 4 3/4 oz cricket 
balls, so it’s important that junior helmets 
should be used, as the grille should not 
allow the ball through. The general rule of 
thumb with cricket helmets is that if the 
helmet peak is level with your eyebrows, 
then it is a good fit. Chin straps should be 
adjustable to ensure it feels comfortable 
but firm, with minimal 

hold and feel the weight of the bat before 
you buy. We see plenty of young players 
burdened by bats that are too heavy for 
them, and so limit their range of shots. 

A good cricket shop (or a Berkswell 
coach) can help. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

movement in any direction. 

The International Cricket Council 
maintains a list of all helmets worldwide, 
which comply with the British Standard – 
see www.icc-cricket.com/ 
about/cricket/rules-and-regulations/ 
helmets. The following brands are most 
commonly available in the UK: Gray- 
Nicholls, Gunn & Moore, Masuri, Shrey 
and Kookaburra. 

■ Pads 
Leg protectors (pads) are mandatory. 
Sizes do vary across brands, but a guide 

specially pocketed cricket briefs or just normal 
briefs will do fine. 

■ Gloves 

Left and right-handed players need different 
batting gloves, due to the different grips 
required. Wear the wrong gloves and you risk a 
finger injury as the protection is in the wrong 
place! 

Wicket keeping gloves come in variety of 
brands and sizes. We carry a set for each of the 
younger teams, but if your child decides they 
want to specialize in the role, then having their 
own pair that they are used to will help. Also 
purchase cotton or lightly padded inner gloves 
to absorb some of the sweat and more of the 
impact. 

■ Footwear 
It’s not essential, but we recommend proper 
indoor cricket shoes rather than trainers for 
indoor hard ball cricket. These protect the heel 
and toes from impact from a ball. Retailers 
carry a wide range. These should also be used 
for outdoor nets in the summer. 

Cricket spikes become more essential for 
aspiring bowlers as they develop, and are 
largely available from specialist cricket 
retailers. They also help prevent batsmen and 
fielders from slipping as they run and turn. 

■ Caps and beanies 

We carry Berkswell branded caps and beanies, 
and these   are sold at Club events and through 
your coaches. Caps are recommended to keep 
the sun off on the very sunny days we get in an 
English summer, but also to shield eyes in 
evening games as the sun is setting. 

staff on hand. The shop is open 9-5 Mon to Fri. 
 

Other local specialists are: 
Boundary Sports in Kings Heath, also online at 
boundarysports.co.uk 

Warwick Sports, in Swan Street, Warwick, 
online at www.warwicksportsshop.co.uk 

Hawk Cricket near Stourbridge are a specialist 
bat maker, providing a bespoke service and a 
short range of clothing and equipment at 
premium prices 

In addition to Club branded kit available from JS 
Sports via the link on www.berkswellcc.co.uk, 
there are a number of specialist web retailers 
such as: cricketdirect.co.uk; 
procricketdirect.com and 
barringtonsports.co.uk. 

Children will require protective equipment if 
they want to play hardball cricket. Each child 
should have their own box. At present the Club is 
unable to provide shared equipment due to COVID 
regulations,  although we do  recommend that 
children buy their own equipment wherever 
possible. 

Second hand kit is donated by some of the 
older children and the club hopes to hold a 
sale of this stock. Look out for details and 
dates on Twitter and Facebook. 

Cricket shirt and trousers are needed for all 
matches, but any exercise clothing can be worn 
on training nights. 
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Bat Size Age Range Player Height Bat Length Bat Width 

1 4-5 Years Old upto 4ft 3inches 25 1/4 inches 3 1/2 inches 

2 6-7 Years Old 4ft 3" - 4ft 6" 27 3/4 inches 3 1/2 inches 

3 8-9 Years Old 4ft 6" - 4ft 9" 28 3/4 inches 3 3/4 inches 

4 9-10 Years Old 4ft 9" - 4ft 11" 29 3/4 inches 3 3/4 inches 

5 10-11 Years Old 4ft 11" - 5ft 2" 30 3/4 inches 4 inches 

6 11-13 Years Old 5ft 2" - 5ft 5" 31 3/4 inches 4 inches 

Harrow 12-14 Years Old 5ft 5" - 5ft 8" 32 3/4 inches 4 1/6 inches 

Full Size 
(Short Handle) 

15+ Years Old 5ft 8" - 6ft 3" 33 1/2 inches 4 1/4 inches 

Full Size 15+Years Old 
(Long Handle/Blade) 

6ft 3" and above 34 3/8 inches 4 1/4 inches. 

 



M
em

be
rs

hi
p,

 V
ol

un
te

er
in

g 
an

d 
Sp

on
so

rs
hi

p 
 

 
 

Membership Costs 
Junior section membership costs are as 
follows: 

■ U7-U9 (Soft Ball) 2021 
Summer £60 

■ U10-U19 (Hardball) - 2021 
Summer £90 

■ There is a 20% discount on the 
lowest subscription for additional 
siblings. 

 
 

If your child is keen to play Berkswell 
cricket, but you are unable to financially 
commit to the full schedule, please 
discuss this with the junior secretary 
(Dean Wragg), as we may be able to 
arrange for you to pay on a staged 
basis. 

A Berkswell training shirt will be 
provided for those taking up 2021 
membership, delivery     times may be 
subject to stock levels. 

 

Volunteering 
Our Junior section is run by a very 
committed but small team of committee 
members, coaches and managers. We 
are actively seeking people to help us 
for the upcoming season in whatever 
capacity you feel able to support. 

 
 

We welcome and encourage parental 
involvement. Lockdown regulations 
permitting, parents are welcome to 
watch all training sessions and enjoy a 
drink in the bar. They are also 
encouraged to support the children 
during games. 

 
 

Safeguarding 
We also have two trained Safeguarding Officers, Tracy Wilcox (07876 244215) and Susan 
van Genderen (07866 478463) , If you have any concerns about the welfare of a child at the 
club please contact one of them immediately. 

The club takes the safety of the juniors very seriously. All coaches, assistants, managers and 

Funding and Sponsorship 
The maintenance of the high standard 
of facilities we enjoy, and the high 
quality of coaching comes at a price, 
and we run a number of fundraising 

 
 
would be gratefully received. We 
have a range of support packages to 
advertise around the ground and in 
our various communication channels. 

our Club senior captains are DBS checked, and most have first aid qualifications. 

activities through the year dedicated to 
the Junior section. Please make an 
effort to support these, and encourage 
your friends to come along too, even if 
their kids aren’t involved!! 

We continue to seek out grant funding 
opportunities, but also look for 
sponsorship from businesses as well. 

■ If you work for a firm that could offer 
the club some sponsorship income it 
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■ Does your workplace offer match 
funding to support its employees 
volunteering efforts? We would be 
keen to exploit these opportunities 
where possible. 

Please think about how you can 
support us. 

Please contact: Peter Wreford, 
peter@ashleywreford.com 
07971 877965. 
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All Stars (5-8 year olds) Sat am – 0900 Peter Wreford  07971 877965 

U10 softball Flexible Bala Muthukrishnan 07851 083151 

U10 hardball PaIrs (Blaze) Flexible James Turner 07753 619256 

U10 hardball Pairs (Blast) Flexible Pras Pimpalnerkar 07459 535722 

U11 Pairs (Grizzlies) Flexible Chris McDermott 07900 578630 

U11 11-a-side (Premier) Fixed Mon Kalim Akbar 07971 045199 

U12 Pairs Flexible Christine Harrison 07786 964013 

U13 Girls hardball Flexible Kalim Akbar 07971 045199 

U13 11-a-side Flexible Phil Diaper 07480 519972 

U14 11-a-side Flexible Andrew Barnes 07397 181879 

U15 (Standard) Flexible Peter Young 07752 255419 

U15 (Premier) Fixed Sun am James Milnes 07812 639330 

U16 11 a-side Flexible Dean Wragg 07812 346688 

U17 T20 Blast Flexible Dean Wragg 07812 346688 

U19 T20 Blast Flexible Peter Wreford 07971 877965 
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Launch Night 
We are unable to hold a clubwide launch night this year, but will be aiming to get the 
whole Junior section together for social events once lockdown restrictions ease. 

Please look out for further details which will be posted on Social Media. 
 

All Stars 
This ECB initiative is now in its fourth year, and seeks to attract early and new players 
into our sport. 

Berkswell will again be running a course of eight weekly Saturday morning 
sessions from 8 May onwards at a fixed cost of £40 per child. 

Registration and payments are all done online, and will be supported by extensive 
social media campaigns. 

We had to limit the numbers to 80 children last year, and the places were filled by 
the end of April! 

If you know of younger siblings or other children who may want to take part, please 
direct them to: https://allstarscricket.co.uk/berkswellcc. 

If they have any queries on what is involved, please contact Peter Wreford (07971 
877965) . 
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Who’s Who - Junior Committee 
 

Role Name Contact No. 

Chair Peter Wreford 07971 877965 

Secretary Dean Wragg 07812 346688 

Treasurer Chris Taylor 07824 777220 

 Tim Perry-Ogden 07764 377306 

Media / Comms James Turner 07753 619256 

 Alan Warwood 07880 175369 

 Kalim Akbar 07971 045199 

Womens & Girls Sarah Ginn 07801 627921 

Safeguarding Susan van Genderen 07886 478463 

Safeguarding Tracy Wilcox 07876 244215 

 
■ Please direct Membership enquiries to: Dean Wragg (daw@brigroup.co.uk) 

and Sponsorship enquiries to: Peter Wreford (peter@ashleywreford.com) 
■ All Stars registration for 5-8 year olds is fully online at 

https://allstarscricket.co.uk/berkswellcc 
 
 
 
 

Berkswell Cricket 
Club Juniors 
The Lant 
Meeting House Lane 
Balsall Common CV7 7GE 
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